Initial management of auricular trauma.
The exposed and unprotected position of the auricle makes it susceptible to injuries. Because many of these injuries are initially managed in a primary care setting, family physicians should have an understanding of the management of auricular hematomas, lacerations, abrasions and thermal injuries. Auricular hematoma requires prompt drainage and pressure applied to the site for several days. Treatment of lacerations and abrasions includes meticulous cleaning and minimal debridement of viable tissue. Thermal injuries require recognition of the extent of injury. Prompt treatment of auricular injuries will help avoid aesthetic and functional complications.